
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

This has been another impactful year in the state Legislature. Although it was mostly 
a remote session, we did finally return to the House floor in person this year. The 
2022 session lasted just 60 days, but lawmakers passed some significant policies 
that will impact our state for years to come.

I entered this session with great hopes for real change on many different fronts. Our 
state is facing several ongoing issues that continue to be unresolved. I joined with 
my fellow House Republicans in offering dozens of real solutions to these problems. 
Our solutions and priorities are still focused on helping Washingtonians where they 
need it the most:

•  Lowering taxes and making life more affordable

•  Protecting our families and making our communities safer

•  Holding state government and the governor accountable

•  Empowering parents to help their children succeed

Although this session did include some good things, it also had several 
disappointments and missed opportunities. We could have done so much more if 
the majority party would have been more willing to work with us. I know we aren’t 
going to see eye-to-eye on every issue. However, when we work together across the 
aisle, that’s when we create the best policies and the best outcomes for Washington. 
I will continue to push for good policy because it’s my sincerest desire that we 
can come together to make life better for everyone in our state.

This is an election year, which means this is the last state mailer you will be 
receiving from me. However, you can still contact me as often as you’d like 
because we can respond to constituents who contact us. I would love to 
hear from you during the interim.

To that end, I strongly encourage you to share your top priorities and 
concerns with me on the back of this newsletter. Please list your 
concerns in order and return this section to my legislative office. 
I look forward to receiving your thoughts and ideas.

You can contact me by calling my office at (360) 786-7966 
or via email at Dan.Griffey@leg.wa.gov. I look forward to  
seeing you this interim.

It’s an honor to serve you!

Sincerely,

 
Dan Griffey • State Representative
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Legislative successes
Let’s start with some positive news. Although 
not all the legislation I introduced made it to 
the governor’s desk, House Bill 1655 did. 
It passed both chambers and was signed into 
law. This bill will allow all drivers to use safety 
rest areas starting in June of this year. Having 
enough open rest areas has been an ongoing 
issue for truck drivers throughout the country. 
However, state government made things worse 
in Washington when it ordered the closing of 
many state-owned and operated safety rest 
areas in the fall of 2021, due to the pandemic.

Truckers are required by law to rest, so not 
having a safe place to do that is unacceptable. 
HB 1655 is going to help correct this ongoing 
problem, which will save lives. Our truck 
drivers need all the help they can get. We need 
to make sure they can deliver the important 
goods we need safely.

House Bill 2077 was passed out of 
committee unanimously but never made 
it to the floor for a vote. The bill would’ve 
required the Washington State Department of 
Transportation, in consultation with human 
trafficking victim advocates, to develop 
content for informational posters to place in 
safety rest areas. The good news is most of 
this policy was included in the supplemental 
transportation budget. $50,000 will go toward 
posting easy-to-memorize human trafficking 
assistance phone number signs at rest areas.

It’s devastating that anyone should ever be a 
victim of human trafficking. People are being 
held against their will and being forced to do 
reprehensible things. We need to do whatever 
we can to help remove human trafficking 
victims from these circumstances. These signs 
are just one step in the process. But if they 
help even one person escape this terrible fate, 
then it will be worth it.

Unfortunately, another bill that would’ve 
provided grant money for more truck parking at 
rest areas did not advance. House Bill 1657 
would’ve helped reduce emissions and safety 
risks caused by inadequate commercial truck 
parking. We need to support our drivers, and 
this legislation would’ve done that by increasing 
the state’s truck parking supply through tax 
incentives. It was well-received in committee 
and garnered nationwide media attention, but 
it did not make it to the House floor.

Failed to balance police reform
Last year’s police reform bills proved to be a major problem for law enforcement officers 
and made our communities less safe. We came into this session hoping to fix that. 
Unfortunately, only minor adjustments were made. Although they will help a little, one of 
the biggest issues – police pursuit – is still unresolved. 

House Bill 1054 created confusion and removed one of officers’ most important tools: 
the ability to pursue criminals under reasonable suspicion that a crime has been, or is 
being, committed. Under this law, officers are now required to meet the higher standard 
of probable cause in order to pursue suspects.

Additionally, HB 1054 only allows vehicular pursuit when there is probable cause that a 
person in the vehicle had committed or was committing a violent offense or sex offense, or 
there was reasonable suspicion a person had committed a DUI offense. This law is terrible 
for public safety, and it will continue to be a problem for our peace officers. The Legislature 
had the opportunity to fix this problem on the last day of the session but failed to act.

Still no emergency powers reform
Another troubling outcome of this session is that we left Olympia with no emergency powers 
reform. We are still being controlled by the same one-person rule we’ve been under for more 
than two years. Although COVID restrictions have been lifted, the governor is still operating 
under a state of emergency, and his powers are still unchecked. Republicans offered numerous 
options to correct this oversight, but the majority party continues to do nothing about it.

Senate Democrats passed Senate Bill 5909, which on the surface claimed to be emergency 
powers reform. But the reality is, it did nothing to change or limit the governor’s ability to 
rule the state under his sole discretion during a state of an emergency. It was not voted on in 
the House. Now, unless a special session is called, we are stuck in this state of emergency for 
as long as the governor sees fit.

Too much spending in the operating budget
State government entered this session with a record budget surplus thanks to increased tax 
revenue. The logical thing to do would’ve been to give at least some of that money back to 
the people it came from. Unfortunately, the majority party decided to spend almost every 
penny of the extra $14+ billion surplus. You read that right; that’s nearly $15 billon!

I voted against the supplemental operating budget for two main reasons. First, it’s simply not 
responsible to spend that much money without putting enough in reserve or paying down 
debt. And second, with so much extra money, now was the perfect time to give something 
back to Washingtonians through meaningful tax relief.

This chart demonstrates how much state spending has increased since the 2011-13 budget, 
compared to 2023-2025. This kind of spending is unsustainable.

PO Box 40482
OlympiaWA98504-0435

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

Fold with this panel out to return your survey



To return survey: cut along this line, refold
 so return m

ail p
anel is show

ing, tap
e closed

, af�x stam
p

 and
 m

ail.

REPRESENTATIVE DAN GRIFFEY
Transportation spending package hurts Washingtonians

The big news in transportation this session 
was the Democrats’ new spending package – 
Move Ahead Washington. This 16-year, $17 
billion package is terrible for Washington. It 
will cause fuel prices to go up even without 
an increase in the gas tax. We are already 
dealing with record high gas prices and 
things will get worse with this package.

Additionally, this plan calls for several new 
taxes and fees that will further eat away 

at hard working families’ already limited incomes. While this package will do good things, the way 
Democrats chose to go about funding it is misguided and poorly conceived. In contrast, House 
Republicans offered our Reprioritizing Existing Appropriations for Longevity (REAL) Act in November, 
which I had a hand in while serving on the Transportation Committee.

The REAL Act was part of a suite of transportation bills that would have done several things, including 
shifted specified transportation programs to be paid for by the general fund starting in 2025. Our 
plan also directed state sales tax paid on motor vehicles to the preservation and maintenance of 
the existing transportation system. And it called for permanently transferring sales tax paid on 
transportation projects to the transportation budget.

Our plan prioritizes, and would have resolved, our biggest transportation issues without any new 
taxes or fees. But Democrats rejected it. Now, all Washingtonians are going to feel it in their 
pocketbooks, including those who can afford it the least.

PO Box 40482
OlympiaWA98504-0435

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

Fold with this panel out to return your survey

State Representative Dan Griffey
403 John L. O’Brien Building
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600



2022 LEGISLATIVE REVIEWState Representative
Dan Griffey
403 John L. O’Brien Building
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600

I WANT TO KNOW WHAT MATTERS TO YOU
I know there are several troubling issues impacting our state, including public safety, the cost of living, taxes and inflation, and gas prices, 
to name just a few. Please use the space below to share your top priorities and concerns and mail this section to my office in Olympia. I look 
forward to hearing from you!


